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Skin Colour and Vitiligo – Teacher’s Activity Guide

Teacher to print out a number of different pictures of celebrities with drastically different skin tones prior to the lesson. Pictures of Michael Jackson with differing skin tones could also be used. The number of pictures needed will depend on the class size, but you will need one picture per group. It is recommended that you put the class into groups of four or five.

Starter (guessing game):

· The teacher gives each student in the class a number, for example from one to six. The students are then put into groups on this basis (all the ones together, all the twos etc) with the aim of having group sizes of around four to five.

· One student from each group is selected to be the guesser in that group.

· The teacher should put the picture of the celebrity on the back of the appropriate child.

· The objective of the child is to ask a series of questions (besides who is the person on my back) in order to be able to correctly guess the identity of the celebrity. You can also add the rule that these questions must only elicit a “Yes” or “No” response.

The teacher can ask the students a question such as, “Have you all ever thought why these celebrities, and the rest of us have varying skin colour?” This sort of question or statement should act as a lead to the presentation.

Plenary 

The teacher could now split the students into pairs or groups of three and allow them to discuss the topics covered in the PowerPoint.

Possible starter questions:

· Do you think that Michael Jackson really had vitiligo, or did he just get a procedure to make his skin complexion lighter?

· Why do you think people who have vitiligo would want to wear make up to cover up the white patches?

· Would going out for a tan increase the amount of melanin in someone’s skin or the amount of melanocytes?

The teacher could also ask the students to write a question about skin colour or vitiligo in general in their pairs. This can then be answered at the end of the lesson, or at the start of next lesson.
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